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Occafioned  by  the  Death  of  his  Wife, 

^^  If  we  believe  that  Jefus  died,  and  rofe  again,  fo  alfo  them  vvhicli 

*•  fleep  in  Jefus  will  God  bring  with  him." 
?•  Wiierefore,  comfort  one  another  with  thefe  words." 

I  Tees.  iv.   14.  18.. 


N  E  \Y  -  L.  o  N  t)  o  n  : 

Printed  sy  T.  GREEN  and  SON,  MjBCc,i,x;i;.Xix, 


A  Sermon,  &c. 


EZEKIEL  XXIV.  15,  16,  17,  18, 

*'  Alfo  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  faying,  Son 
of  man,  behold,  I  take  away  from  thee  the  defire  of 
thine  eyes  with  a  ftroke  %  yet  neither  fiialt  thou  mourn 
nor  weep,  neither  fhall  thy  tears  run  down.  Forbear 
to  cry,  make  no  mourning  for  the  dead.  Bind  the  tire 
of  thine  head  upon  thee,  and  put  on  thy  fhoes  upon 
thy  feet.  Cover  not  thy  iips,  and  eat  not  the  bread  of 
men.  So  I  fpake  unto  the  people  in  the  morning ;  and 
at  even  my  wife  died  :  and  I  did  in  the  morning  as  I 
was  commanded," 


T 


■^  H  E  divine  direction,  related  by  the  prophet,  ir^ 
this  facred  paflage,  and  his  obedience  to  the  com- 
mand, are  uncommon  and  furprifing.  It  is  irideed 
ftrange  that  a  good  man,  and  an  affectionate  hufoand 
Hiould  exhibit  no  cxpreffions  of  mourning  at  the  death  of 
a  beloved  wife  :  but  it  is  ftill  more  furprifmg  that  his  con- 
du(5l  on  this  occafion  lliould  be  founded  on  a  divine  com- 
mand. It  is  not,  furely,  the  defign  of  religion  to  diveft 
lis  of  the  common  feelings  of  humanity. — The  natural 
and  focial  affeftions  aje  by  no  means  the  fruit  of  the 
apoftafy,  but  belong  to  us  as  men  : — they  are  important 
to  the  interefts  of  fociety,  and  highly  fubfervicnt  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  religion.  Of  all  the  focial  affeftions  thofe  are  the 
moft  tender  and  powerful  which  refpeddomellic  connexions 
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e^rhe  conjugal  and  parental  relations  are  the  fources  of  thf 
moji  exquiftte  joys  and  for  rows  ; — to  thefe  we  find  very 
frequent  and  expreffive  references,  in  the  facred  writings  ? 
and  it  is  by  thefe,  efpecially,  and  above  any  other,  that 
the  blefied  God  condefcends  to  exhibit  to  us  his  relation 
to  his  people, — How  frequently  doth  he  ftile  himfelf, 
"  thz  father  of  his  people,  the  hufhand  of  his  church." — - 
That  the  expreffions  of  family  afFedion,  in  mourning 
for  the  dead,  become  our  nature,  and  are  fubfervient  to 
religion,  is  evident  from  the  fcriptural  accounts  of  antient 
mournings  on  fuch  occafions — in  particular  that  of  Abra- 
ham for  his  beloved  Sarah — the  great  mourning  at  the 
death  of  Jacob— -of  Mofes — and  of  many  others — the 
mourning  of  Job  for  the  death  of  his  children — and  to 
mention  no  more,  the  compaffions  of  the  blefled  Jefus  at 
the  funeral  of  the  v/idow's  fon—- and  his  flowing  tears  at 
the  grave  of  his  friend  Lazarus. 

From  thefe  inftances  it  is  manifeft,  that  mourning  at  the 
death  of  dear  departed  friends,  is  by  no  means  unfuitable 
to  our  nature  and  ftate  ;  nor  improper  for  us  as  men  and ' 
as  chriftians.  If  it  could  not,  therefore,  have  been  for 
this  reafon  that  the  prophet  was  prohibited  to  mourn  for 
his  wife,  why  y/as  he  forbidden  ? 

The  reafon  is  to  be  fought  from  the  context,'  in  con- 
nexion v/ith  the  hiftory  of  his  life  and  times.  This  pro- 
phet received  his  commifTion  early  in  the  BabyloniHi 
captivity  ;  before  the  deftruction  of  the  city  and  temple, 
in  the  reign  of  king  Zedekiah.  He  was  contemporary 
with  the  latter  part  of  the  miniftry  of  Jeremiah.  From 
which  it  is  evident  that  he  lived  in  a  time  of  great  dege- 
neracy—that his  miniftry  was  attended  with  little  fuccefs 
in  producing  repentance  and  reformation  :  and  rather 
ilTued  in  preparing  the  way  for  the  awful  deftruflion 
v/hich   came  on  that  obftinate  generation  for  their  fins. 

He  was  therefore,  in  this  chapter,  direded  to  foretel 

the  divine  judgments  which  were  approaching  ;  which 
fliould  be  fo  exceedingly  terrible  as  to  dry  up  the  fpring^ 
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6f  private  fbrrow — fo  that  lamentations  for  deceafed  indi- 
viduals fhould  be  loft  in  the  general  calamity.  Ail  this 
was  to  be  feprefented  to  them  by  the  prophet,  on  the 
fblemn  occaiion.  "  Thus  Ezekiel  is  unto  you  a  fign  :' 
according  to  all  that  he  hath  done  fliall  ye  do  ;  and  when 
this  comethj  ye  fhall  know  tliat  I  am  the  Lord  your  God.'* 
This  accountcth  for  the  otherwife  feemingly  unnatural 
diredion  in  the  text'^-it  by  no  means  eftablilheth  a  general 
rule,  applicable  on  common  occafions  of  mourning,  nor 
in  the  leaft  interferes  with  the  diftatcs  of  humanity  j  but 
is  perfeftly  confiftent  with  the  principles  of  reafon  and 
religion.  It  only  teaches  that  the  deftru6\ion  which  will 
come  on  an  obftinate  people  for  their  fms,  v^'iil  be  fo  great 
and  awful,  that  it  fhall  be  inexpreffibly  more  dreadful  than 
any  private  and  temporal  afflidlions  allotted  to  individuals 
that  therefore,  the  minillers  of  God  may  not  be  pre- 
vented from  giving  faithful  warning  to  their  people  by 
their  own  private  affliflionsj  however  diftrcffing.  This 
was  true  with  refped;  to  the  prophet^ — the  realon  is  the 
fame  under  every  difpenfation,  or  rather  is  more  forcible 
in  the  days  of  the  gofpel.  The  fubjett  therefore,  applies 
to  our  own  time,  and  to  the  prefent  occafion  :  and  in  will 
be  the  defign  of  the  prefent  difcourfe  to  fhew, 

'fhat  the  minijiers  of  Ged's  word  miifi  give  faithful 
ivartjing  to  their  people,  no twithjt binding  the  particular 
/arrows  allotted  them  hy  Heaven. 

To  fuch  as  have  never  tailed  the  cup  of  forrow,  an 
llluiiration  of  this  truth  may  not  appear  neceffary  :— the 
heart  which  never  bled-,  may  apprehend  no  particular  trial 
of  fidelity  on  fuch  an  occafion  :  but  the  mind  opprefs'd 
with  affliflion,  hath  very*  dJiFerent  perceptions,  founded 
on  experience,  the  revealer  of  undifguifed  truth.  Such  an 
one  will  readily  perceive  that  a  perfon  mufc  be  more,  or 
lefs  than  man  to  feel  no  erobarraffments  in  the  difcharge 
of  his  duty,  under  that  weight  of  forrow  which  attends 
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si  reparation  from  his  deareft  connexions. — ^^He  will  feel 
the  need  of  divine  argunfients,  and  divine  fupport,  fo  to 
furmount  his  perfonal  forrows,  as  to  difchargc  the  duties 
of  his  office,  with  fidelity  to  his  people.  Such  is  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  human  mind,  that  the  deep  impreffion  of 
one  particular  and  interefting  fubjed  powerfully  tends  to 
Exclude  all  others.  Thus  perfonal  forrow,  efpecially  on 
great  occafions,  if  not  regulated  by  the  principles  of  reli- 
gion, and  fubordinate  to  its  interells,  will  abforb  the  views 
and  confine  the  affedtiens.  Yet  when  the  great  objeds 
of  religion  command  the  heart,  the  deepeft  afflidions  will 
cftablifh  its  influence,  and  render  the  fubjedt  ftill  more 
adive  and  diligent  in  the  duties  of  his  calling. 

That  this  Ihould  be  realized,  in  particular,  in  the  min- 
ifVers  of  the  gofpel,  wall  appear  by  a  confideration  of  the 
following  particulars. 

t.  The  important  nature  and  defign  of  their  ofEce 
require  the  rnoft  diligent  and  unceafing  exertions. 

The  Jewifh  priefts  were  forbidden  to  defile  themfelves 
for  the  dead  j—  they  might  not  render  themfelves  ceremo- 
nially unclean,  by  touching  them  :  except  thofe  of  their 
neareft  relations. 

I'his  prohibition  was  founded  on  the  facred  nature  and 
important  defigns  of  their  office.  And  certainly,  the 
gofpel  miniilry  is  not  lefs  facred  and  important  in  its 
nature  and  defign.  Different  things  ffiould  be  treated 
according  to  their  comparacive  weight  and  importance  :— 
But  this  miniilry  is  exceedingly  important  in  its  nature, 
and  in  all  its  connexions  :  it  refpefts  thenobleft  part,  and 
the  highefl  intereft  of  man.  Its  bufinefs  is  to  bring  tid- 
ings of  falvation,  to  perifliiing  finners— to  warn  the  ftupid 
and  thoughtlefs,  of  their  danger — to  lay  open  to  the 
awaliened,  the  way  of  efcape,  and  perfuade  them  to  fly 
from  the  wrath  to  come.~It  is  to  treat  of  the  rriediatorial 
chara6ler  and  work  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  way 
0f  ialvation  through  his  atoning  facriflce,~^In  fhort,  it 
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treats  Upon  the  moft  iaiportant  concerns  of  men  in  rela- 
tion to  the  great  things  of  God  — to  promote  his  glory  and 
their  falvation.  And  where  it  is  faithfully  executed,  the 
chriftian  minifler,  like  the  apoftle  and  his  brethren,  is 
"  unto  God  afweet  favor  of  Chrift  in  thofe  who  are  faved 
"  and  in  thofe  who  perifh  : — To  the  one  he  is  the  fivor 
*^  of  death  unto  death,  but  to  the  other  of  life  unto  life  :" 
^—^^  Who  then  is  fufficient  for  thefe  things  ?"  or  what 
other  objcd:  can  be  of  fuch  importance  as  to  juftify  a 
neglect  of  this  holy  minifVry  ?  Be  the  chriftian  preacher's 
private  affliftions  what  they  may,  he  ought  furely  to  rife 
fuperior  to  them  all,  in  the  difcharge  of  that  office  which 
is  defigned  for  the  falvation  of  finners  and  the  glory  of 
redeeming  grace. 

IL  As  the  chriftian  minifter  hath  been  called  of  God 
to  this  work,  and  voluntarily  devoted  himfdf  to  it,  he 
ought  diligently  to  profecute  it,  notwithftanding  his  per- 
fonal  afflidlions  and  forrows. 

The  prefent  fubjcdl  by  no  means  leads  to  the  difcuffioH 
of  a  divine  call  to  the  chriftian  miniftry.  It  may  fuffice 
to  obferve,  that  all  who  engage  in  it  with  proper  views, 
have  a  real  convidion  that  they  are  called  to  it,  by  the 
word  and  providence  of  God-^that  they  voluntarily  com- 
ply with  it-^and  confider  it  as  an  ineftimabJe  privileges^ 
that  they  may  devote  themfelves  to  the  fervice  of  God  in 
this  work,  notwithftanding  the  difficulties  they  expe£t  to 
encounter. 

They  look  for  t\&  exem^ption  from  the  afflictions  allotted 
to  mortals,  "When  therefore  they  are  vifited  with  forrow^ 
it  is  nothing  unexpefted.  They  know  that  they  arc  fin- 
ners, and  that  God  is  righteous  j  and  that  even  where  he 
gracioufly  pardons  the  guilty,  he  fees  fit  to  teftify  his  dif- 
pleafure  againft  their  tranfgreffions. — They  believe  the 
pcrfeftion  of  his  government— -  are  humbled  for  their  ini- 
quities, and  reft  on  the  gofpel  foundation  of  hope  and 
eonfolation  ".-—they  endure  as  feeing  him  who  is  invifible,-. 
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and  look  forward  to  that  blefied  world  where  their  friends 
v/ill  never  die,  and  where  "  forrow  and  fighing  fhall  flee 
"  away."  In  fuch  views  they  are  comforted  in  all  their 
forrows,  and  quickened  in  their  work.  They  feel  the 
weight  and  importance  of  their  duty  from  a  view  of  its 
nature  and  folemnity — the  divine  call,  and  their  own  vo- 
luntary engagements.— They  know  that  they  ought  not 
to  faint  in  the  day  of  adverfity  ;  and  refling  on  the  power 
and  grace  of  God,  are  animated  to  perfeverance. 

III.  Affli6bions  rightly  improved,  have  a  powerful 
tendency  to  promote  the  great  objeds  of  the  chrillian 
miniftry. 

Some  of  the  difficulties  attending  the  difcharge  of  this 
work,  occafioned  by  afflidions,  have  been  confidered  al- 
ready— fuch  efpecially  as  arife  from  that  depreflion  of  the 
mind  which  often  refults  from  its  being  overborne  with 
calamitous  events.  In  which  cafe  it  cannot  be  faid  that 
there  is  a  due  improvement  of  affli6lions.  The  oppofite 
extreme  to  this,  and  ftill  more  unfriendly  to  a  proper  dif- 
charge of  minifterial  duty,  is  a  cold  infcnfibilicy,  an  un- 
feeling ftupidity,  under  the  affli6ling  hand  of  Heaven  : — 
this  is  ro  "  defpife  the  chaftening  of  the  Lord,"  and  more 
cirenfive  and  ruinous  than  to  faint  when  he  rebukes  us. 
In  diftinftion  from  each  of  thefe,  the  chriftian  minifter  is 
to  make  that  improvement  of  afflidions  which  leads  his 
mind  and  heart  to  God — to  juft  viev/s  of  his  chara6ter, 
government,  and  kingdom  : — fills  him  with  deep  abafe- 
ment  for  fin— leads  him  to  clear  and  affeding  conceptions 
of  the  plan  of  redemption — imprefles  him  with  the  reality 
and  im.portance  of  divine  and  eternal  things,  and  animates 
him  to  duty.  And  this  will  indeed  be  the  cafe,  if  afflifti- 
ons  produce  their  proper  effects. 

The  death  of  a  dearly  beloved  friend,  forcibly  fuggefls 
to  the  feeling  mind,  the  emptinefs  and  vanity  of  earthly 
profpe£ts-~  the  malignity  of  fin — the  v/orth  of  the  foul  — 
the  weight  and  folemnity  of  eternal  realities— the  preci- 
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©'jfnefs  of  gofpel  grace,  and  the  worth  of  falvation.  Thefe 
objefts  with  their  various  connexions,  muft  deeply  imprefs 
the  mind  affeded  with  forrow  and  properly  influenced  by 
it  on  fuch  mournful  occafions  :  but  thefe  views  are  eflen- 
tial  to  a  diligent  and  acceptable  performance  of  the  duties 
incumbent  on  the  chriftian  minifter. —  From  thefe  he  muft 
feel  the  moft  powerful  inducements  to  exertion  in  his  work, 
as  well  as  be  furnifhed  with  the  moft  cogent  arguments  to 
perfuade  his  hearers. 

Surely  the  very  near  views  of  the  reckoning  hour,  which 
are  prefented  to  the  mind  in  the  dying  chamber  of  a  be- 
loved friend,  muft  excite  the  preacher  to  give  faithful 
warning  to  his  hearers,  as  well  as  furnifti  him  with  the 
beft  means  of  perfuafion. — « — - 
But  we  obferve 

IV.  The  chriftian  minifter  is  under  the  divine  com- 
mand to  fidelity,  and  he  muft  anfwcr  for  the  fouls  which 
perifti  through  his  neglecSt.  His  perfonal  forrows  there- 
fore, fhould  not  prevent,  but  animate  his  exertions.  Thisy 
the  divine  voice  declared  to  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  and  in 
effe6t  to  all  the  minifters  of  his  word.  "  Son  of  man, 
"  1  have  made  thee  a  watchman  to  the  houfe  of  Ifrael. 
'*  Therefore  hear  the  word  at  my  mouth,  and  give  them 
*'  warning  from  me.  When  I  fay  to  the  wicked,  Thou 
"  fhalt  furely  die  :  and  thou  giveft  him  not  warning, 
*'  norfpeakeft"  to  warn  the  wicked  from  his  wicked  way, 
"  to  fave  his  life,  the  fame  wicked  man  fliall  die  in  his 
"  iniquity,  but  his  blood  will  I  require  at  thine  hand. 
**  Yet  if  thou  warn  the  wicked  and  he  turn  not  from  his 
**  wickednefs,  nor  from  his  wicked  way,  he  fhall  die 
"  in  his  iniquity,  but  thou  haft  delivered  thy  foul." 

In  fuch  a  view  of  the  account  to  be  given,  what  forrows 
can  be  fo  great  ;  what  calamities  fo  prefling,  as  to  juftify 
a  negle6t  of  the  important  duties  of  the  chriftian  miniftry  ? 

It  is  indeed  true,  that  minifters  may  be  diverted  from 
their  work  for  a  feafon^^  by  the  call  of  divine  Providence, 

to 
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to  Other  duties,  domeillc  or  public  :  and  when  that  is 
clearly  manifeftj  it  is  their  duty  to  obey  :  for  God  never 
calls  us  to  duties  incompatible  v/ith  each  otherj  at  the 
fame  time.  But  cafes  extraordinary  being  excepted,  the 
divine  command  and  the  interefl:  of  their  hearers  require 
their  exertions  ;  chat  they  may  both  "  fave  themfelves 
/^  and  thofe  who  hear  them.'*  At  leaft,  that  they  may 
be  free  from  the  blood  of  the  fouls  committed  to  their 
charge. 

V.  The  great  worth  of  fouls,  and  the  importance  of 
their  falvation,  demand  the  unremitted  exertions  of  the 
chrillian  miniller,  in  the  diicharge  of  his  duty^^ though 
he  may  be  furrounded  with  affiiftion. 

Thefe  objefts  muft  be  deeply  impreiTed  on  his  mind, 
while  he  is  lamenting  his  departed  friends. 

He  who  beft  knows  the  worth  of  fouls  hath  taught  us 
that  it  fhall  profit  a  man  nothing  to  gain  the  whole 
world,  and  iofe  his  fouWand  that  a  man  can  give  no- 
thing in  exchange  for  the  foul.  But  above  all,  the  price 
he  hath  paid  for  its  redem-ption,  is  expreffive  of  its  in-^ 

finite  v/orth.     This  is  no   lefs  than  his  own  blood  !-: 

For  the  redemption  of  fouls  he  became  incarnate  ;  and 
for  this  he  died  on  the  crofs  ! — '■ — Of  what  inconceivable 
value  mufl  thofe  fouls  be  which  could  be  redeemed  only 
by  the  precious  blood  of  that  Lamb  of  God  !  And  how 
important  is  the  falvation  purchafed  at  fuch  a  price  ! 
But 

VI.  The  fhortnefs  of  time,  and  the  great  uncertainty 
of  life,  is  another  reafon  why  the  chriftian  minifter  ihould 
furmount  the  difBcukies  arifing  from  perfonal  forrow^  ta 
give  warning  to  his  people. 

Thefe  like  wife  are  ilrongly  inculcated  by  the  death  of 
dear  connexions. 

'^Whatever  exertions  are  made  for  the  falvation  of  his 
hearers,  muft  be  made  without  delay.  *^  Our  life  is  a 
^'  vapour  which  appeareth  for  a  little  feafon,  and  then 

*^  vanilheth 
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*'  vanillieth   away."—"  Behold,  riQ-j)   is    the    accepted 

*'  time  :    Behold,   now   is  the  day  of  falvation  !" 

**  When  a  few  years  are  come,  both  the  preacher  and 
*'  his  people,  will  go  the  way  whence  they  fhall  not  re- 
*'^  turn." — The  preacher's  work  muft,  therefore,  be  per- 
formed noWy  or  it  can  never  be  accomplifhed.  In  cir- 
cumftances  like  thefe,  fliall  a  v/ork  of  fuch  moment  be 
delayed  ?  What  things  can  be  of  fuch  confequence  as  to 
fay  to  the  vaft  concerns  of  the  foul.  Go  your  way  for 
this  time,  when  we  have  a  convenient  feafon  we  will  call 
for  you.  O  what  things  of  everlafting  weight,  are  fuf- 
pended  on  a  fleeting  moment  ?  and  Ihall  that  fleeting 
moment  then  be  loft  ! 

But  this  leads  to  the  lafl  obfervation : 

VII.  The  folemn  realities  of  death,  judgment,  and 
eternity  loudly  call  for  the  moft  ferious  and  diligent  exer- 
tions of  the  chriftian  minifter. 

Thefe  obje6ls  are  brought  clearly  to  his  view  in  the 
removal  of  his  deareft  connexions  on  earth  ;  and  they  teach 
him  in  efFe6t  to  "  weep  as  though  he  wept  not."  They 
engage  him  to  purfue  with  greater  ardor,  the  objefts  of 
his  miniftry  :  knowing  that  he  "  muft  Ihortly  put  off  this 
^'  tabernacle,"  and  render  an  account  of  his  ftewardftiip, 
before  the  awful  tribunal  of  the  great  Jehovah.  He  is 
alfo  fenfible  that  the  day  of  vifltation  to  his  hearers  is  a- 
bout  to  be  finifli-ed  j— that  they  alfo  muft  give  an  account 
to  God  for  the  things  done  in  the  body  :  and  he  is  deeply 
concerned  that  they  may  be  prepared  to  meet  their  Judge 
in  peace.  Thofe  who  have  experienced  the  pangs  of  fe- 
paration  from  their  deareft  connexions,  and  are  not  quite 
infenflble,  muft  readily  feel  that  ail  temporal  and  earthly 
things  vanifli  in  fuch  a  view,  and  that  eternity,  vaft  eter^ 
r^ity,  will  abforb  every  other  objeft. 

IMPROVEMENT. 
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I.  The  fubjeft  of  our  prefent  meditations  primarily 
ealls  on  me  for  a  faithful  difcharge  of  my  obligations  to 
my  Mafter,  and  to  your  fouls. 

I  am  not  my  own— I  have  been  folemnly  called,  and 
devoted  to  the  gofpel  miniftry —  I  have  voluntarily  confent- 
ed —  and  I  do  not  repent  the  choice.  I  eilcem  it  among 
the  greateft  mercies  of  my  life,  that  I  am  called  to  teftify 
the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God.  It  is  even  next  to  that 
\inlimited  mercy  in  which  I  hope  for  pardon  and  final 
falvation  : — -every  inducement  to  fidelity,  which  has  been 
named,  is  applicable  on  the  prefent  occafion  : — the  heavy 
afiliftion  with  which  unerring  wifdom  hath  feen  fit  to  vifit 
me,  calls  on  me  to  do  the  work  of  my  holy  miniftry  with 
fidelity  and  difpatch. —  In  the  diftrefTing  ficknefs  and  final 
diffolution  of  my  dcareft  friend,  I  have  had  full  op- 
portunity to  pafs  a  deliberate  and  impartial  eftimate  on 
the  comparative  weight  and  importance  of  time  and  eter- 
nity, and  their  refpeftive  objedls  and  purfuits.  In  this 
ilate,  I  have  indeed  difcovered  nothing  new— nothing  but 
what  is  clearly  revealed  in  the  facred  oracles ;  and  v/hich, 
perhaps,  has  been  repeatedly  addrefTed  to  you  from  the 
pulpit. —  I  have  only  experienced  fome  things  more  fenfi- 
bly,  and  which  were  before,  more  properly  matters  of, 
faith  : — among  thefe  it  is  proper,  at  this  time  to  mention 
the  very  folemn  views  which  muft  fill  the  mind  in  the 
near,  and  almoft  immediate  profpedl  of  a  minifter's  ap- 
pearance before  the  judgment  feat  of  Chrift,  with  his  peo- 
ple, to  give  up  their  refpeftive  accounts,  each  one  for 
himfelf,  to  God  ! — And  furely,  if  any  profpe<5t  can  imprefs 
the  mind  with  the  precioufnefs  of  fouls, — -the  worth  of 
falvation— and  importance  of  fidelity,  it  muft  be  fuch  an 

one. O  let  me  be  faithful  then  to  your  fouls,   and  let 

not  your  blood  be  on  me  at  that  day. 
But 

IL     The 
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II.  The  fubje£t  and  occafion  loudly  call  on  you  all 
to  hear,  and  live. 

In  the  courfe  of  family's  diftrefs,—the  long  and  painful 
ficknefs  of  my  moft  valued  friend — it  has  not  been  with- 
out difficulty  that  I  have  met  you  in  this  place,  for  the 
difcharge  of  my  office.  My  affli<5tions  at  this  day,  you  mufl 
be  fenfiblc,  are  not  fmall. — Were  our  profpe6b  bounded 
by  the  prelent  life,  gloomy  mufl  be  the  remaining  path 
to  one  who  has  buried  a  partner  fo  highly  regarded,  and 
with  fo  much  juftice,  as  I,  at  Icaft,  thought  her  to  have 
been.  Great  indeed  would  have  been  the  bleffing,  in  my 
apprehcnfion,  might  her  life  have  been  fpared  :  but  infi- 
nite wifdom  ordered  differently — and  that  wifdom  cannot 
err.— — I  fubmit  : — let  her  departure  be  fanftified  to  my 
people,  my  family,  and  myfelf,  and  I  amfatisfied. —  Great 
as  I  fhould  have  efleemed  the~  favour  of  her  refloration, 
it  would  have  given  me  fmall  joy,  compared  with  that  of 
feeing  the  dear  people  of  my  charge  attending  in  earnefl, 
to  the  one  thing  needful,  and  walking  in  the  way  which 
leadeth  to  heaven. — Some,  I  hope,  are  already  well  ad- 
vanced in  that  fafc  and  happy  road.  But  with  regard  to 
many,  it  is  much  to  be  feared  they  arc,  to  this  day,  "  in 

*'  the  gall  of  bitternefs  and  bonds  of  iniquity." Alas 

what  new  and  more  cogent  argument  can  be  addrefTed 

to  fuch,  to  perfuade  them  to  be  wife  ? -My  dear  friends, 

have  you  ever  balanced  in  your  minds  the   refpedlive 

v/eight  and  duration  of  time  and  eternity  ? Are  you 

fenfible  that  your  life  is  a  vapour — that  death  is   at   the 

door  ? Know  you  not  that  you  are  finners,  in  the  hand  of 

an  angry  God  ?  and  that  it  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the 
hand  of  the  living  God  ? — that  your  fins  are  all  committed 
againft  the  light  and  grace  of  the  gofpel  ? — that  becaufe 
yq,u  love  da/knefs  rather  than  light,  your  condemnation 
muft  be  exceedingly  dreadful  ? — that  if  ever  you  efcapc 
from  the  wrath  to  come,  that  efcape  muft  be  fpeedy  ? — 
that  Chrifl  and  gofpel  grace  are  your  only  ground  of  hope, 
even  that  Chrifl  and  grace  which  you  have  hitherto  re- 

j.^acd  ?~ 
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jeded  t  — Can  you  endure  the  thought  of  final  condem- 
nation ?  and  is  deflrudion  from  the  Aknighty  no  terror 
to  you  ?— Is  it  not  time  for  you  to  confider  your  latter  end— ^ 
to  acquaint  yourfelves  with  God  and  be  at  peace^  that 
good  may  come  to  you  ? 

The  cup  of  forrow  is  not  peculiar  to  me  j— fome  of  you 
have  tailed  it  already  ;  and  all  fooner  or  later,  mud  drink 

it  to  the  bottom.- ^^The  time  of  final  departures  to  you 

and  me,  is  at  hand  j—we  muft  fhortly  put,  off^  thefe  ta- 
bernacles, and  give  account  to  God  for  our  fabbaths,  and 
all  our  religious  opportunities.' — — Twenty  feven  years 
are  nearly  completed  fince  my  firll  miniftering  the  gofpel 
among  you.  In  this  period  four  hundred  and  feventy  fe- 
ven, have  been  called  from  us,  to  the  world  of  fpirits.— « 
Thefe  have  been  our  parents,  children,  companions,  or 
our  friends  ;  and  fhall  we   be  exempted  fronp  the  ftroke 

of  death  ? Your  chriftian  friends,    in  ejffeft,  look  on 

you  from  the  fkies,  and  thofe  v/ho  have  perifhed  in  their 
fins,  by  their  dying  groans,  admonifh  you  to  fly  from  the 
wrath  to  come.  The  good  angels  are  fent  from  heaven^ 
on  mellages  of  love  to  you,  and  devils,  from  beneath  are 
prefent  to  tempt  and  deftroy  you  :— the  arms  of  divine 
mercy  are  extended  to  deliver  you,  and  Jelus  the  com- 
paffionate  Redeemer  is  ready  to  pardon  and  fave  you  :— 
heaven  and  hell  are  awake  and  attentive  to  your  final, 
your  decifive  choice ; — Are  you  only  inattentive  ?  O  then 
be  inattentive  no  longer  !  Fly  to  the  hope  fet  before  you 
while  there  is  hope — left,  too  late,  you  lament  your  folly  ; 
for  *'  Behold,  nsw  is  the  accepted  time  /'Behold,  tww  is 
"  the  day  of  falvation.'* 
Finally, 

As  we  are  all  juft  entering  our  eternal  flatCj  let  us  give 
all  diligence  to  be  found  ready. 

Bleffed,  exceedingly  and  beyond  defcription  fhall  \vc 
be,  if  we  are  wife  to  falvation  now.  Having  obje6ts  of 
fuch  magnitude  in  profpe6l,  let  us  run  the  race  fet  before 
us  I  "  Looking  for  the  blefled  hope  and  glorious   ap- 

*■'  pearing 
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"  pearing  o:^  the  great  God  and  our  Saviour  jefus  Chrift.'* 
•"—Happy  to  meet  each  other, — our  dear  departed  chrillian 
friends,  with  all  the  redeenned  from  among  men,  in  the 
regions  of  peace,  of  harmony  and  joy  j  where  afflictions 
and  death  ihall  never  enter. — ^ — There,  O  ye  followers  of^ 
the  blefled  Jefus,  there  let  us  fix  our  final  meeting  ;  with 
deference  to  that  let  us  regulate  our  defires  and  purfuita* 

We  muft  each  of  lis  ^htef  alone  on  the  v^-orld  of  fpirits : 
* — we  can  do  nothing  for  each  other  in  that  moft  intereft- 
ing  moment  : — but  if  we  walk  with  God  in  a  courfe  of 
chriftian  piety  now^  he  will  gracioufly  afford  us  his  fup- 
porting  prefence  then, — '— O  let  religion,  divine  religion 
be  our  guide,, through  all  the  dangerous  road  of  mortal 
hfCj  and  God  will  be  our  fupporter  :  But  if  we  forfake 
this  divine  leader,  he  will  caft  us  off  forever* 

Let  every  one  hear  the  voice  of  God  in  his  providence, 
and  his  word,  a«d  prepare  to  meet  him  :  for  the  time  is 
at  handj  and  fhortly  the  voice  from  heaven  will  proclaim, 
"  He  who  is  unjuft,  let  him  be  unjuft  ftill  :-^He  who  is 
"  righteous  lee  him  be  righteous  ftill  :  And  he  who  is 
«  holy  let  hinrt  be  holy  ftill." 

"  And  behold  I  come  quicklyj  and  my  reward  is  tvith 
me,  to  give  to  every  man  according  as  his  work  fhall 
"  be*"     "  He  who  teftifieth  thefe  things  faith.  Surely 
"  I  come  quickly.     Amen.     Even  fo  come  Lord  Jefus." 

*'  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifi,  bs  with  Voti 
«  alL     Amen." 


(c 
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sketches  of  the  Life  and  Character  of 
Mrs.  HART: 

By  ANOTHER  Hand. 


MRS.  REBECCA  HART,  was  a  daughter  of  the 
reverend  Joseph  Bellamy,  D.  D.  of  Bethlem, 
in  Connecticut.  She  was  born  Sept.  nth,  1747  ;  and 
was  early  diilinguiftied  for  her  fprightlinefs,  modefty  and 
benevolence.  Her  perfon  and  ftature  were  of  the  mid- 
dling fize  ;  her  features  regular,  her  complexion  fair,  and 
her  countenance  expreflive  of  the  leading  qualities  of  her 
mind. 

The  religious  education  fhe,  received  from  her  pious 
parents^  made  an  impreflion  on  her  mind  in  her  youth. 
-*From  a  child  flie  viewed  the  awful  realities  beyond 
the  grave  with  ferious  thoughtfulnefs  ;  and  in  early  life 
was  hopefully  a  fubjed  of  thofe  divine  influences  which 
reconciled  her  to  God.  At  the  age  oifttnteen  Ihe  made 
a  public  profeflion  of  religion,  and  joined  with  the 
church  under  the  paftoral  care  of  her  honoured  father. 

When  fhe  was  about  the  age  o{  Jevenieen,  fhe  was 
married  to  the  reverend  Levi  Hart,  of  Preflon.  Her 
virtuous  qualities  united  the  friend  with  the  wife,  and 
rendered  her  hufband  as  happy  as  the  conjugal  flate  will 
permit.  She  was  unremitted  in  her  exertions  for  the 
happinefs  of  her  beloved  tompanion,  fiudying  to  pro- 
mote tiis  comfort  and  ufefulnefs,  without  either  com- 
plaining 
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plaining  of  the  trials  incident  to  her  ftation,  or  cxprefling 
in  her  behaviour  a  diffatisfadion  with  thofe  around  her. 
— But  to  give  ^  minute  detail  of  her  conjugal  virtues 
might  by  ftrangers  be  clafied  with  thofe  writings  which 
copy  nmore  from  the  imagination  than  real  life.  It  may 
fuffice  to  obferve,  that  through  their  mutual  affe(5lions 
and  kind  offices,  that  endearing  union  fubfifted  between 
them  until  her  death,  which  has  left  an  indelible  impref- 
fion  on  the  minds  of  their  numerous  friends  and  acquain- 
tance. 

Mrs.  Hart  was  the  mother  of  four  children  ;  two  fons 
and  two  daughters.  She  lived  to  fee  the  education  of 
three  of  them  nearly  completed  :  the  fourth  was  born 
but  a  few  years  before  her  death.  She  was  affiduous  in 
forming  the  minds  of  her  dear  offspring  for  ufefulnefs  in 
the  world  :  but  their  fpiritual  good  was  the  higheft  obje(5t 
of  her  parental  counfels  and  warnings  :  flie  gave  good 
evidence  that  Ilie  could  have  no  greater  joy  in  her  child- 
ren than  to  fee  them  walking  in  the  truth. 

Her  maternal  fondnefs  did  not  prevent  neceflary  re- 
proofs :  and  Ihe  had  the  happy  art  of  mingling  the  ten- 
dernefs  of  an  afFeftionate  parent  with  a  decifive  manner 
of  fpeaking  and  condud:.  It  will  be  readily  believed 
that  flae  was  highly  efteemed  and  beloved  by  her  chil- 
dren and  domeftics.  Her  example  contributed  to  render 
her  family  a  family  of  love.  She  looked  with  an  indig*- 
nant  frown  on  thofe  who  fuffer  their  houfes  to  become 
a  theatre  for  the  difplay  of  malignant  paflions,  by  fportinf 
with  the  follies  and  foibles  of  the  abfenr. 

Mrs.  Hart  knew  how  to  dlftinguifh  real  worth,  and 
always  paid  a  juft  tribute  to  it,  though  found  in  the  loweft 
walks  of  life.  She  difcovered  the  greatefl  tendernefs  for 
the  reputation  of  her  neighbours  ;  rarely  fpeaking  to  the 
difad vantage  of  any  of  her  fellow-creatures,  unlefs  the 
fafety  of  fociety  required  that  they  fhould  be  expofed  as 
objeds  of  public  cenfure. 

Such  were  her  good  judgment  and  oeconomy  in  arrang- 
ing 
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Ing  her  domeftic  affairs^,  that  "  the  heart  of  her  hufband 
**  fafely  trufted  in  her,  and  Ihe  did  him  good  and  not 
^^  evil  all  the  days  of  her  life." — ^'  She  looked  well  to 
*'  the  affairs  of  her  hou {hold,  and  ate  not  the  bread  of 
^^  idlenefs."  Her  attention  and  indullry,  efpecially  con^ 
fidering  her  feeble  conftitiition  and  frequent  returns  of 
ficknels,  were  defervedly  admired.-^-^ — Inftead  of  afpiring 
after  pomp  and  grandeur,  ftie  was  pleafed  with  a  beauti^ 
ful  fimplicity,  an  unaffeded  neatnefs  in  apparel  and  living, 
— The  elegance  which  appeared  in  her  drefs  and  at  her 
table,  never  failed  of  attracting  the  efteem  of  all  thofe 
vifitanrs  whofe  t^ftes  were  formed  by  the  ftandard  of  true 
refinement, 

Her  fenfibility  was  great — — fhe  was  difgufted  with  the 
fmalleft  deviations  from  propriety. 

Benevolence  enters  deeply  into  the  charafler  of  thi§ 
amiable  woman.  She  enjoyed  a  peculiar  fatisfaftion  in 
doing  good  to  all,  as  fhe  had  opportunity,  efpecially  to 
thofe  who  were  of  the  houfliold  of  faith.  While  ihe 
abounded  in  afts  of  hofpitality  and  kindnefs,  fhe  was  very 
exemplary  for  that  fpirit  of  pity  which  flie  difplayed  on 
all  occafions.  She  felt  fenfibly  the  diflrefTes  of  the  afHift- 
ed,  and  fympathized  with  theiTi  in  their  forrows — the  ne- 
cefTities  of  the  poor  and  needy,  and  opened  her  hand  to 
fupply  their  wants.  Nothing  but  the  hand  of  time  can 
erafe  the  remembrance  of  her  compaffion  from  the  minds 
of  the  great  numbers  who  once  experienced  her  bene- 
ficence, who  now  drop  a  tear  over  her  grave,  and  la- 
ment that  fo  much  goodnefs  is  gone  from  the  world  fof 
ever. 

Mrs.  Flart  appeared  to  maintain  an  habitual  fenfe  of 
the  excellence  and  importance  of  real  piety  in  her  life  and 
converfation. — To  her  few  inthnat^  friends  fhe  difclofed 
her  feelings  towards  God  and  man,  and  in  ^what  light  Ihe 
viewed  the  prefent  and  future  flate  of  exiflence.  But  in 
no  circle  did  fhe  abound  in  fpeaking  of  the  religious  ex- 
ercifes  of  her  own  mind,   from  a  hunible  diffidence  of 
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her  improvements  in  chriftianity,  and  a  fear  left  flie 
Ihould  exceed  her  feelings  in  her  profeflion.  Her  be- 
haviour made  it  evident  that  fhe  feared  God,  and  efleemed 
piety  as  the  brighteft  ornament  of  man.  She  attended 
the  public  inftitutions  of  religion  with  reverence  and  de- 
light ;  and  with  reluftancc  fubmitted  to  any  interruption 
in  joining  the  devotions  and  praifes  of  the  houfe  of  God. 
She  praftifed  religion  in  domeilic  life,  and  we  doubt  not 
was  conftant  in  the  duties  of  the  clofet.  She  had  a  good 
acquaintance  with  the  gofpel  plan  of  falvation,  and  pro- 
feffed  to  build  all  her  hopes  of  heaven  on  the  atonement. 
She  appeared  to  dwell  on  the  dodlrines,  laws  and  pro- 
mifes  of  chriftianity  with  great  fatisfadion. 

Some  of  the  moft  fhining  characters  are  not  permitted 
to  linger  out  life  to  old  age  :  Mrs.  Hart  lived  but  a  little 
more  than  Forty  one  years.  Her  delicate  conftitution  was 
often  attacked  with  ficknefs  ;  which  led  her  friends  to  fear 
that  they  were  not  long  to  enjoy  her  fociety  in  this  world. 
Her  patience,  refignation  and  heavenly  mindednefs  in 
times  of  danger,  did  not  fail  of  brightening  her  chrift^ian 
character  in  the  view  of  her  attendants.  Her  frequent 
turns  of  illnefs  always  led  to  free  converfation  with  Mr. 
Hart,  and  other  chrillian  friends,  on  the  fubjedt  of  parting, 
^nd  of  meeting  one  another,  and  all  the  redeemed  in  that 
world  where  fin  and  forrow  can  gain  no  admiffion.  In 
her  laft  ficknefs,  which  was  long  and  diftrefiing,  fhe  en- 
joyed an  unufual  degree  of  calmnefs  and  ferenity  in  her 
mind.  She  appeared  fatisfied  with  the  wifdom,  re£litude 
and  goodnefs  of  the  divine  government,  and  to  rejoice  that 
flie  was  in  the  hand  of  Him  who  orders  every  event  for  the 
higheft  felicity  and  glory  of  his  moral  kingdom.  When 
ihe  confidered  herfelf  as  drawing  near  the  clofe  of  life, 
fhe  took  leave  of  her  dear  children  in  a  moll  tender  and 
affedionate  manner,  and  with  her  dying  counfels  gave  them 
up  to  God.  She  difcourfed,  fo  long  as  her  flrength  would 
permit,  with  her  neighbours  and  friends  who  vifited  her, 
§n,  the  importance  of  a  life  of  piety,  and  of  being  prepared 

for 
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for  an  exchange  of  worlds.  In  the  courfe  of  her  ficknefs 
ilie  often  united  In  prayer  with  Mr.  Hart.  The  nnanner 
in  which  this  pious  pair  gave  up  themfelves  and  family 
to  God,  while  he  was  uttering  their  conamon  defires  by 
her  bed-fide,  was  too  moving  for  any  to  attend  with  in- 
difference. They  both  efteemed  it  highly  deferving  their 
thanks  to  the  Lord  of  life  and  death,  that  they  had  fo 
much  opportunity  to  convcrfe  together,  after  fhe  was  vi- 
fited  with  her  laft  ficknefs.  The  tender  fenfibiiitiea  which 
accompany  fuch  fccncs  may  be  felt,  but  cannot  bedefcrib- 
ed. — The  furviving  partner  can  never  forget  the  kind 
acknowledgements  of  his  conjugal  love,  uttered  by  the 
faultering  voice  of  a  lovely  wife.  Nor  can  he  fail  of  of- 
fering praife  to  his  gracious  Redeemer,  that  with  fo  much 
propriety  and  compofure  fhe  cautioned  him  againft  excef- 
live  forrow  at  her  death,  by  reminding  him  of  the  fupports 
and  confolations  which  chriilianity  affords  in  all  the  trying 
viciffitudes  of  life. 

After  her  death  had  been  for  fome  days  almoft  hourly 
expelled,  flie  revived,  to  the  joy  of  her  friends,  who  flat- 
tered themfelves  with  the  profpeft  of  her  recovery.  But 
their  hopes  foon  vaniilied  ;  her  nature  was  too  much  ex- 
haufted  to  afford  any  reafonable  expeftation  of  her  reftor- 
ation  to  health.  The  fever  with  which  fhe  was  feized, 
was  followed  with  a  violent  cough,  and  a  gradual  decay* 
Her  hufband,  children  and  friends  were  called  to  tafle 
the  bitter  cup  of  forrow  in  her  final  removal.  A  fhort 
time  before  her  death,  flie  was  deprived  of  the  conflant 
exercife  of  her  reafon  ;  but  in  her  lucid  intervals,  her 
hope  of  a  glorious  immortality  appeared  unfhaken  :  death 
and  the  grave  were  difarmed  of  terror;  flic  was  willing 
to  be  abfent  from  the  body  and  prefent  with  the  Lord, 
She  cheerfully  refigned  her  fpirit  into  the  hand  of  Him 
who  gave  it,  and  died  without  a  flrugglc  or  a  groan,  on 
Wednefday  about  12  o'clock,  December  2,4,  1788,  and 
we  doubt  not  was  received  into  the  everlafting  embraces 
of  her  Saviour^  who  wafhed  her  from  her  fins  in  his  own 

blood. 
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blood.  Her  funeral  was  attended  on  the  Friday  follow- 
ing by  the  minifters  of  the  vicinity  and  a  numerous  con- 
courfe  of  people  :  a  fermon  adapted  to  the  occafion  was 
delivered  by  the  reverend  Mr.  Benedict  of  Plainfield,  from 
Luke  xxiii.  43. — Te  day  Jhalt  thou  be  with  me  in  ■para- 
dije. 

The  death  of  the  righteous  calls  upon  furvivors  to  im- 
itate their  lives,  as  they  would  hope  for  a  joyful  exit  out 
of  rime  into  eternity.  The  amiable  and  pious  example 
of  Mrs.  Hart  renders  her  memory  precious.  Let  not  her 
children  forfake  th^  law  of  their  mother  j— may  they  all 
inherit  her  virtues,  and  be  a  comfort  to  their  bereaved 
parent — whofe  bitter  cup  is  mingled  with  many  confolati- 
ons.—May  this  difpenfation  of  providence  quicken  him 
in  his  duty  as  a  chriftian  and  minifter  of  Chrift  :  and  may 
he,  with  all  his  dear  offspring,  meet  his  beloved  compan- 
ion in  that  world,  where  the  ties  peculiar  to  this  life,  will 
be  exchanged  for  the  pure  and  intelleiStual  enjoyments  of 
the  angels  of  God. 

All  the  furviving  friends  of  Mrs.  Hart  muft  feel  con- 
vinced by  her  example,  that  there  is  an  inexpreffible 
beauty  and  dignity  in  the  chriftian  religion.  If  fuch  ftrong 
impreflions  may  be  left  on  their  minds  by  the  memory 
of  an  imperfeft  mortal,  what  can  be  their  excufe,  if  they 
be  not  charmed  to  holinefs  in  all  manner  of  converfation, 
by  the  perfe6t  example  of  the  Son  of  God  ? 

Let  all  live  under  the  conftant  influence  of  that  preci- 
ous faith  which  fhall  be  found  unto  praife,  and  honour, 
and  glory,  at  the  appearing  of  JESUS  CHRIST. 


